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“The gentleman I saw alleviating the suffering of these 
animals was a ‘quack’, but he had a better means of 
studying the sickness of animals than was ever 
accorded to me at the Royal Veterinary College. He had 
30 years’ experience attending small animals; the work 
he was doing was excellent; he handled his animals 
with a great deal more care and skill than many 
veterinary surgeons I have seen.”  
Mrs Dickin’s Veterinary Curriculum 
Historical lessons for the present? 
Andrew Gardiner 
Capt. R. Cornish-Bowden MRCVS to the Central 
Veterinary Society, June 1926 
Maria Dickin 
Veterinary educational pioneer or ‘dangerous woman’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Founder of the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of 
the Poor in 1917. 
• Opened her own (non-MRCVS) training school in 1926. 
• Thorn in the side of the British veterinary profession – 
‘She is an abscess in need of lancing’. 
• Employed non-MRCVS veterinary practitioners before 
the Second Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. 
Hospital medicine at the Ilford Sanatorium, c. 1926. No-
one here is an MRCVS. 
Friends in high 
places 
 
With its record of Royal Patrons, 
and many prominent 
benefactors, the PDSA could 
exert considerable political 
leverage. Frederick Montague 
(Lord Amwell) strongly 
supported the PDSA in 
negotiations concerning the 
Second Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, which materially shaped this 
legislation in the wake of the 
Loveday Reports into Veterinary 
Education (1938 and 1944). 
Some of Dickin’s educational innovations… 
• Extensive clinic exposure from Day 1 
• ‘Block-release’ format with periods at Ilford Sanatorium 
interspersed with placements in regional clinics 
• Access to vast, primary case-load 
• Incorporated initiatives from medical education  
• Standardised approach to treatment/protocols 
• Linked practical animal welfare to human social reform (‘one 
health/medicine’) 
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